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MINUTES – January 17, 2017
5:30 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.
	
Present:	Chad White, Dist. 4  (Chair) 			William Hudson, Dist. 3
		Mike Sprott, Dist. 1  (Vice Chair) 		Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8
		Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6 			Ralph Segars, Dist. 7  
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2 			Wes Woodard, Dist 5

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director, Development Svcs	Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
		Paula Newton, Planner III			Julie Ritz, Planner I

Public Hearing:
		Larry Abbott			

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Chairman White opened the Public Hearing at 5:30 p.m for the proposed Pee Dee Electric Solar Farm, the entrance to which is to be located on W McIver Rd approximately 800 feet west of the intersection of E McIver Rd & Charleston Hwy.  One person asked to speak at the hearing, and Chairman White recognized him.  Mr. Larry Abbot introduced himself and stated he lives just across the street (on Charleston Rd) from the proposed solar farm.  He asked about property values, setbacks from property lines and setbacks from the roads.  He also asked how the solar farm could be located in a residential area.

Chairman White responded to Mr. Abbott stating that the Planning Commission had been discussing solar farms for several months.  He stated that they had sent changes to the Ordinance to County Council, and it had already had first reading.  He stated that another workshop had been held on this date during the daytime to further discuss revising the Ordinance before the second reading.  Staff confirmed this information and stated that the changes would be included in the second reading.  Chairman White also stated that there was some research and information on the other issues that staff could send Mr. Abbot if he wished.  Mr. Abbott requested the information.  Chairman White directed Staff to mail Mr. Abbott the information.  Mr. Abbott asked what the setbacks were, and staff responded that the current ordinance calls for 20’ setbacks from the property lines, with no setbacks from houses.  Mr. Abbott asked if there were any visual breaks.  Commissioner Segars stated that there would be vegetative buffers that would eventually be about 15’ high.  Mr. Abbott asked about the changes to the ordinance, and Staff responded that setbacks would change (with the passage of the changes to the Ordinance) to 50’ from public rights-of-way and property lines and 200’ from residences.  Mr. White asked staff where the solar farm was in the process, and Staff reported that the company had completed all requirements and would be receiving their permit soon.  Mr. Abbott asked if any more changes would be made to the Ordinance by the Planning Commission.  Chairman White stated no.  Mr. Abbot stated that the Public Hearing had no bearing on the outcome.  Staff stated that if the solar company meets the requirements of the ordinance, that the project would be approved.

Mr. Abbott thanked the Commission; Chairman White thanked him for his remarks.

Chairman White asked if anyone else would like to be heard.  Hearing no one, Chairman Chad White closed the Public Hearing for the proposed Pee Dee Solar Farm at 5:37 p.m.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at 5:38 p.m.
II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES -None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 20, 2016

Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on December 20, 2016. Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA – January 17, 2017

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to APPROVE the Agenda for this regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, January 17, 2017.   Motion carried unanimously.
VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL - None

VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS  - None

IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None

X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS - None

XI. VVARIANCE REQUESTS 
1. Evans Construction of the Carolinas – Springview Drive, TM# 163-00-05-044

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Mr. Keith Evans of Evans Construction asked to be heard.  Chairman White recognized Mr. Evans.  Mr. Evans stated that he had a lot on Springview Drive that was approximately 1 to 1.5 acres.  He stated originally that this was part of a larger lot.  They had built a home for someone, and at the time of closing, the buyers did not want the 

whole lot, so it was split.  Mr. Evans stated that then Director of Planning Doug Reimold informed him that the remainder lot would be unable to be developed because that development would not meet the ordinance.  Mr. Evans in the near past used this remainder property to store his heavy equipment.

Chairman White asked Staff what the current issue was with allowing the development.  Director Cribb stated that it did not meet 5.8 of the DSO, regarding two lots off of an easement.  Staff further explained that Springview Dr is a private road and ownership of the entire private portion is unknown.  The ordinance calls for no more than two lots off of an easement (private road).  There are currently 4 residences on the private portion of Springview Dr.   These residences have been built over a long period of time and are not part of a subdivision.  

Commissioner Sprott requested to be heard; Chairman White recognized him.  Commissioner Sprott asked if Fire or EMS had been out to the road.  Staff responded that they had driven the road and passed out pictures of the road, but that Emergency Services had not been out.  Chairman White requested that someone from Fire or EMS go out.  Staff stated they would send the request.

Chairman White stated that the concern was that private roads have been and continue to be a major issue for maintenance, causing emergency services to not be able to get to the residents on those roads.  Mr. Evans stated that the heavy equipment he was storing on the property probably would do more damage to the “road” than resident’s cars.

Chairman White asked Mr. Evans if he would give Staff time to research possible solutions and the PC would get back with him.  Mr. Evans stated he was amenable to that.  Chairman White directed Staff to research possible solutions.  Mr. Evans thanked the Commission.  Chairman White thanked him for his time.

No motions made.  Action item.

XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None

XIII. OOLD BUSINESS – None

XIV. NNEW BUSINESS - None

XV. SSTAFF REPORTS

1.  Hills Mobile Home Park Notice  

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb stated that the new owner, Mr. Bramlett (who owns the Small Engine Shop next door) has bought the mobile home park and intends to close it.  (Currently there are 3 tenants and one extra mobile home.  The extra mobile home will be disposed of, and as current tenants leave, none will be replaced.  He has collapsed and filled in all septic tanks not currently being used.)  Chairman White asked if there were plans for the property.  Director Cribb stated that Mr. Bramlett had not disclosed any.  Chairman White thanked Staff.

No motions made.  Informational purposes only. 



XVI. CCOMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS


XVII. AADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Ralph Segars to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at 5:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

ACTION ITEMS:

1.  Staff is to mail the solar research and information to Mr. Abbot who attended the public hearing.
2. Staff is to research possible solutions to the Springview Dr (private portion) development request.
